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Ground plan of the North Palace
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Deir el-Ballas: The North Palace

Map of the site of Deir el-Ballas
M 23 e dlay,>

Deir el-Ballas is an important site, both as one of the few preserved pharsonic Egyptian settlements as well a the forward

capital for the Theban kings during the Hyksos expulsion (around 15761550 BCE). It stretched out on the desert edge of

the Nile floodplain for a distance of sbout 2 kilometers and at its center was the North Palace, bt by King Seqenenre as

hhamplgnpdmmddwu-udbykamaen\dm«c Theplce s bl cn o lve, o pperone s b on
mud brick th

sand and gray
mud brick to form a level mr(aoe l.lnﬁmnnuely only the l'oundmom remained when it was ucavamed but the Iowa
level had a series of li ng that there were a number of halls.

Th:endnp\lwewummundedby large walled enclosure 150 meters wide by 300 or more meters long, The palace
the center of a town s, a workmen’s village, chapels, an administrative
o:-\mmdo:m:lerlu “The site was largely abandoned after the defeat of the Hyksos but during the Christian Period a

Coptic church was built on top of the ruins of the North Palace.

The site was fi ed in 1900-1901 by Andres Reisner and the Hearst Expedition of the University of Cali-
fornia. It has been restored thanks to the American University in Cairo and the American Research Center in Egypt.

For more information:
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